DARE TO BE LIKE DAN
Sermon and Cell Group Series:

	Date:
	Theme:
	Scripture:

	January 10
	A gutsy kid!
	Daniel 1

	January 17
	Seize the day!
	Daniel 2:1-30

	Jan 24
	2012 and the end of the world.
	Daniel 2:31-49

	Jan 31
	Peer pressure and pressure cookers.
	Daniel 3

	Feb 7
	Our CEO.
	Daniel 4

	Feb 14
	A crazy party.
	Daniel 5

	Feb 21
	In the pit of despair.
	Daniel 6

	Feb 28
	More crazy Dreams.
	Daniel 7

	Mar 7
	Dreaming (Cont.)
	Daniel 8

	Mar 14
	Answering our prayers.
	Daniel 9

	Mar 21
	An upside down world.
	Daniel 10:1-11:35

	Mar 28
	The End.
	Daniel 11:36-12:13


The book of Daniel

The book of Daniel is a perfect one for us to read at the start of 2010.  You see, it’s written by and about a guy named Daniel who was struggling to find his way in a country with beliefs very different than his own.  He writes about that experience and about a bunch of crazy dreams he has about the future with a pretty realistic touch.

The book itself was written many years before Jesus ever walked around on the earth; most likely during the 6th century before Jesus during the time that the Israelites were in captivity.  The facts surrounding this captivity are pretty clear and there is good archeological evidence with which to compare these stories.

We invite you to join us as we undertake this study over the next few weeks, both on Sunday Mornings, but also in smaller groups on Thursdays.  Hopefully we will learn something new about Daniel and perhaps even something new about ourselves.  

Sermon notes week one:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week ONE:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 1

Daniel and his friends were only about 12 years old when they were taken from their homes to Babylon.  Think of what you were like when you were 12.  Consider how this would seem in today’s culture.  After reading the passage together, ponder the questions below.

1. What is your overall impression of this passage?

2. Just like Daniel was transitioning into a new phase in his life, we are transitioning into a new year.  What parallels do you see between yourself and Daniel?  
3. How did the Babylonians try to convert Daniel and his friends into the Babylonian lifestyle? 
4. How do these strategies parallel the pressures Christians face today in our world?

5. Daniel was pretty strict about the food.  Why do you think that is?  Was he making a big deal out of nothing?  
6. Daniel sets a good example of what it means to be faithful to his morals.  How do we decide what things are okay to engage in, and what things we should avoid?  
7. Salvation Army soldiers abstain from alcohol, harmful substances, etc.  This is somewhat like Daniel’s resistance against certain foods.  Whether you’re a soldier or not, what is it like to abstain from certain things that our culture views as normal? 
8. Daniel didn’t just say “no” to the food.  Instead, he offered a solution.  What was it?  
9. What aspect of Daniel’s character impresses you the most?  What can we learn from him?
Sermon notes week TWO:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week two:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 2:1-30
King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that seemed so real!  He desperately needed to find out what it meant.  Daniel was never given the opportunity to interpret the dream – instead he sought out the King to do so!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. Take a look at Daniel 2:14-18.  This shows how Daniel responds to a personal crisis.  How did he react?
3. Compare Daniel’s reaction with how you react to personal crises.

4. In Daniel 2:19-23 we see that Daniel prays.  Is your first response to pray in a crisis?  Why or why not?
5. The knowledge that God is all-powerful and all-knowing is an amazing concept.  How can this knowledge help us to change how we view our next crisis?
6. What did Daniel want Nebuchadnezzar to know about God?
7. Daniel handled this situation very maturely.  In light of Daniel’s example, what steps can we each take in our personal lives to move forward and handle crises?
Sermon notes week Three:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week three:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 2:31-49
Our world loves to predict the future! We have magazines, movies and all kinds of media that like to think they know what is going to happen. It’s ironic that we trust those things to tell us the future, but we often forget to go to the source, that is God, to ask His opinion!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. Have you ever bought one of those magazines from the check-out line that has horoscopes and predictions for the future?  If so, why do they attract you?
3. What do you think is going to happen in your life in the next 12 months?  Do you have any predictions?
4. Who would you trust to give you a reliable prediction of your future?

5. This passage in Daniel was written in 600 B.C. and describes the rise and fall of the empires to come.  It is pretty amazing and accurate at its predictions!  

6. Read 2:44-45.  What Kingdom do you think Daniel is referring to? 

7. Check out Luke 14:15-24.  How does this New Testament passage connect with Daniel’s prophecy? 

8. Check out the King’s response to Daniel’s interpretation of the dream.  How did he react? 

9. What can we learn from both Daniel’s interpretation and the King’s response to that interpretation?

Sermon notes week four:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week four:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 3
King Nebuchadnezzar just doesn’t seem to learn! He made a large statue for people to worship, but Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego didn’t bow down. They stuck to their faith in God and stood up to peer pressure!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. When have you felt pressured to compromise on what you believe?  What made you decide to either compromise, or stick to your beliefs?

3. What temptations did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego face? 

4. What things were these three guys certain of in terms of their faith?  What were they uncertain of in this whole situation?

5. What can we learn from their example?  Think of specific character traits; ways they handled conversation with the King; or any other example you can think of.
6. Do you find yourself falling into temptation or away from your beliefs a lot?  If so, why?  If not, how come?

7. What commitments or steps can you make to prepare for the pressure that we face on a daily basis?

Sermon notes week five:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week five:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 4
King Nebuchadnezzar is finally realizing that God is in control! Sometimes we think we can handle anything, but God needs to show us that He is the one in charge.
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. The King doesn’t seem to have too many good dreams.  What parts of this dream seem particularly upsetting?
3. The purpose of the dream was revealed by God three times in this chapter: 4:17, 4:25 and 4:32.  Why do you think this is?
4. Why do you think God seems to impress upon the King His ultimate authority instead of His love and grace and mercy?
5. Take a closer look at 4:17.  If this is true, then shouldn’t we assume that all leaders were appointed by God – including Hitler and other such evil rulers?  What do you think of this?
6. It seems as though a full year passed (4:29) between the prediction and then the actual fulfillment of the dream.  Why did God wait so long to carry out the dream?
7. King Nebuchadnezzar ended up becoming a whole new person by the end of this chapter.  Can you identify with him at all with what he experienced?  Explain.

8. Sometimes we are required to go through some difficult times in order to grow more like Christ.  The King experienced some really trying times and some harsh responses from God.  Does this change your perception of God at all?  Why or why not?
Sermon notes week six:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week six:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 5
At this point in the book of Daniel, Daniel is about 80 years old.  We can see how God has been with Daniel for all these years through good times and bad!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. King Belshazzar thought his city was invincible, but he was wrong!  They partied the night away until they saw a hand writing on the palace wall.  What was the King’s reaction to this (5:5-6)? What would your reaction have been?
3. The King called for Daniel to come and interpret the writing on the wall, but what did he offer Daniel in turn for his interpretation?  How did Daniel respond to this offer?  Would you have reacted differently?  What does this show about Daniel?
4. In 5:30 it shows that the King died that very night.  We are not invincible, and our lives can end at any moment.  It shows, however, that even after the King had discovered he would be defeated, he still offered Daniel the fine robe and necklace.  What do you think this says about the King?
5. We don’t know how long we have in this life.  What things in your life do you need to change TODAY knowing that you don’t know when you will pass away?
6. At this point Daniel has been a missionary in Babylon for about 65-70 years of his life.  Daniel was a humble servant who lived to care for others.  How can we be more humble like Daniel? 
Sermon notes week seven:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week seven:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 6
The King makes a decree that forces people to go against what they believe.  Although Daniel doesn’t fall into that trap, he certainly ends up in a different kind of trap!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. What do you think about the King making the decision that he made in regards to worshipping?
3. After King Darius made the decree prohibiting prayer, Daniel had three choices for how to respond.  He could stop praying for the 30 days; He could pray in secret; or he could go about his life as usual.  Why do you think he chose to go about his life as usual?
4. If you were Daniel, what would you have chosen?
5. Often we do things when we think others aren’t looking.  You steal a cookie; you pick your nose; you sing along to a song at the top of your lungs in the car.  Regardless of what it is, we all think there are times when no one is watching.  If you knew you were being watched what would that change?
6. Regardless if any humans are watching us, God is all-knowing and can always see us.  He always knows what we’re up to.  How does this affect what you do each day?  Should it affect you more?  What do you need to change in your life?

Sermon notes week eight:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week eight:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 7
Starting in Daniel 7 we see more of Daniel’s dreams. Some of them can seem somewhat confusing! We’ll look a little closer at what different imagery means and why Daniel seemed to be dreaming about future.
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. In light of the movie 2012, it’s obvious that a lot of people worry about the world ending.  Do you worry about it?  Why?
3. A lot of people worry because they fear what’s going to happen to them because of something they have done in life, or something they haven’t done.  Do you fall into either of those categories?
4. What do you remember about the beasts from the sermon?  
5. The sea is used to represent the nations.  If that is true, what do you think it means?
6. Based on the descriptions of the various things in the dream, what does it show us of God’s power?
7. The final part of the vision is about a figure that is like a “son of man” (7:13).  What effect does this have on the rulers of this world?  
8. Re-read 7:19-26.  They speak of the military power of the other horn.  What does this have to say about our military now?  
9. 7:28 says that Daniel turned pale with fear from the interpretation of the dream.  Are you surprised by his reaction?  How would you have reacted?  
Sermon notes week nine:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week nine:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 8
Daniel’s visions seem to be getting more and more personal.  He has started dreaming about the future of His own people; the people of Israel.
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. If you had the option to find out what the history of Canada would be over the next couple of hundred years, would you do it?  Why or why not?
3. Take a look at the passage and discuss the prominent images in Daniel’s dream (8:1-14).  What are their interpretations (8:15-27)?
4. We learned about Antiochus on Sunday and his oppressive behaviour to the Jews.  What specifically makes Antiochus repressive?
5. There are many Christians who are persecuted around the world.  Unfortunately, things haven’t changed much in that regard since Daniel’s time.  What elements of this passage can offer encouragement to us and to those who are persecuted?

6. Over the last few chapters we have been getting glimpses of God’s absolute power and authority.  What specific verses of this chapter show us this characteristic of God?
7. A lot of people struggle with the fact that evil happens in this world.  Reading passages like this upset people, causing them to wonder how God can allow evil to happen to us.  How does this chapter help us to understand why God allows evil things to happen?
Sermon notes week ten:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week ten:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 9
Daniel realized that God was about to fulfill a prophecy and that his captivity in Babylon was almost over! God answers Daniel’s prayers in at a miraculous speed!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. Have you ever prayed for something very specific but felt that God never answered?  If so, what was it? 
3. Why do you think God didn’t answer it in the way you expected?

4. Sometimes we need to be specific with God and pray explicitly for something. Have you ever asked God to miraculously heal someone?  Perhaps we’re not being specific enough with God.
5. In chapter 9 Daniel is reading the words of Jeremiah who prophesied that after 70 years of captivity Daniel’s people would be brought back to their own land.  Read Jeremiah 25:1-12 and 29:1-23 to see what Daniel was reading.  Do you have any questions or thoughts about those passages?
6. We can see from Daniel 9:1-19 that this portion of the passage is a prayed from Daniel to God.  What do you notice about his prayer?
7. It is interesting to note that when Daniel prays he uses “we”, including himself in the confession of his people’s sins.  Why do you think that is?
8. What about Daniel’s prayer speaks to you specifically and can inspire your personal prayer life?
9. Daniel 9:20-27 is a message from Gabriel.  Gabriel lists some things that are going to happen.  The seventy “sevens” refer to 490 years (see Leviticus 25:8-24 for more explanation).  Which have been accomplished?  Have any not been accomplished?
10. When we consider that sometimes we go through challenging periods as individuals and as a nation, what hope do you get from this chapter of Daniel?
Sermon notes week eleven:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week eleven:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 10:1-11:35
Daniel gets some insight into some great turmoil that’s supposed to happen in the world and it scares him pretty badly!
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. There have been many crises around the world over time.  Which crisis stands out to you the most from your lifetime?
3. Often when we hear that bad stuff is happening around us, we wonder why God would allow something like that to happen.  Do you ever wonder that?

4. If you had been Daniel, how would you have reacted when you discovered this bad news?
5. Read 10:10-12.  What does this show us about Daniel’s character?  What can we learn from this?
6. Read 10:16-19.  How was Daniel feeling?  What is encouraging about the angel’s response?
7. When Daniel heard all of this, it was a prediction of the future.  Now, we know that this is the history of our world.  What can this teach us about God’s role in historical events?

8. There always has been and always will be political strife in our world. How can we remain positive about it?
Sermon notes week twelve:

The main part that catches my attention:____________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have questions about these thoughts: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Something that I should further think about this week: _____________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Bible verse in this passage that sticks out to me is: _________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Cell Group Week twelve:
Scripture Focus: Daniel 11:36-12:13
This is the second half of the vision we discussed last week.  It ends with predictions of the end times focusing on Israel while giving us insight as well.
1. What is your overall impression of this passage?
2. 11:36-37 describes the “king” who will rise up during the end times.  Describe that “king.”
3. We have heard a lot about the future king throughout Daniel’s visions.  Look back at 7:11 and 7:25-27.  Read 11:44-45 as well and discuss the outcome of the battle.
4. 12:1 is a promising verse to those of us who believe in God and have accepted Jesus Christ into our hearts.  How does this verse make you feel?
5. If you were Daniel, and you had just found out this incredible information about the future, what would be your natural question? Read 12:6 to see what Daniel asked.  Was your question in line with Daniel’s?  If not, do you think you would also ask this question?
6. In 12:13 Daniel is pretty much told to keep living his life and just go about his daily business even though he doesn’t seem to understand all that he’s been told.  We’ve probably all felt that way!  Can you personally relate to Daniel?  Explain.
7. It doesn’t tell us what he thought, but based on what you know of Daniel’s character from this entire book, what do you think Daniel’s reaction would have been to the response in 12:13?

8. Over the entire study of Daniel what has encouraged you the most about God?

9. What aspect of Daniel’s character has inspired you?

10. What is one thing that will remain with you beyond this study?

